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  WOMEN AND GIRLS  
IN CORRECTIONS TODAY
FEMALE CORRECTIONAL CLIENTS
More recently and by any measure, however, the number of women and girls as inmates 
or supervisees in corrections has grown exponentially over the last several years (see 
Figure 15.1).

In 2000, women composed 11.4% of jail populations, but by 2014, that figure was 
almost 15% (Minton & Golinelli, 2014; Minton & Zeng, 2015, p. 2). In 2000, women 
composed 6.4% of prison populations, and by 2014, that figure was over 7% (Carson & 
Golinelli, 2013, p. 23; Carson, 2015, p. 2). Girls confined in residential facilities increased 
from 13.6% of all juveniles in 1997 to 15.1% in 2003, though by 2010, they accounted 
for 13% again (Hockenberry, 2013, p. 11). But the largest growth, as far as correctional 
populations are concerned, has come in probation. Women constituted 22% of probation 
and 12% of parole caseloads in 2000, and by 2013, that percentage had increased to 
25% for probation, though for parole, it had stabilized at 12% by 2013 (Herberman & 
Bonczar, 2015, pp. 17, 20). Though some of these percentage increases seem small (along 
with a few decreases), they represent increases, in the case of probation, of thousands of 
women on probation, as total caseloads in 2006 included 5 million people. For girls on 
probation, the increases do not even seem small. In 1985, girls constituted 19.3% of juve-
niles on probation, and by 2004, that percentage had grown to 27.2% and remained at 
27% by 2009 (Livsey, 2012, p. 2; Puzzanchera & Kang, 2007). As indicated by the data 
contained in Figure 15.1, the overall number of adult females under correctional control 
remained steady from 2010 to 2014; the only exception has been the relatively large 
increase in women in local jails (an increase of 18.1%). Despite this increase, the majority 
of inmates for all correctional populations are still largely male, as shown in Figure 15.2.

Source: Beck and Harrison (2001); Bureau of Justice Statistics (2001); Carson (2014, 2015); Glaze and 
Bonczar (2011); Glaze and Kaeble (2014); Guerino, Harrison, and Sabol (2012); Herberman and Bonczar 
(2015); Kaeble, Glaze, Tsoutis, and Minton (2016); Kaeble, Maruschak, and Bonczar (2015).

FIGURE 15.1    �Growth of Female Correctional Population
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